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15 1) The invention of the present application has been rejected 
according to the regulations prescribed in Article 29, Paragraph 2 
of the Patent Law, as being easily achievable by those having ordinary 
skill in the art, based on the inventions (Cited Inventions 1 and 
2) disclosed in the following publications (Cited References 1 and 
2 0 2) , which were distributed prior to the filing date of the present 
application. 

Cited Reference 1: Y. Nakazawa, T. Komatsu, T. Saito, "Obtainment 

of Highly Detailed Digital Images by Frame 
25 Integration", Journal of ITE , Vol. 4 0 , No. 3 , pp. 

299-308, The Institute of Image Information and 
Television Engineers, 1995 

Cited Reference 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No, 
30 H10-285581 

2) The characteristic feature of the invention of the present 
application lies in the steps of: "'extracting a frame group that 
constitutes one or more important scenes from a video image; 
35 determining a frame, which is located at approximately a center, among 



a plurality of frames of said frame group, as a reference frame for 
an important scene (Claims 1 / 5, and 10); or determining a frame 
including the most high frequency components as a reference frame 
for an important scene (Claims 2,6, and 11) ; placing a reference patch 
5 comprising one or a plurality of rectangular areas on said reference 
frame; respectively placing patches which are the same as said 
reference patch, on the others of said plurality of frames; moving 
and/or deforming said patches in said other frames so that an image 
within the patch of each of said other frames approximately coincides 

10 with an image within said reference patch; respectively acquiring 
correspondent relationships between pixels within the patches of said 
other frames and a pixel within said reference patch of said reference 
frame, based on the patches of said other frames after the movement 
and/or deformation and on said reference patch; and acquiring a 

15 synthesized frame from said plurality of frames, based on said 
correspondent relationships" . 

Meanwhile, as the Examiner has pointed out, Cited Reference 
1 discloses a method, in which four sided patches are provided in 
a reference frame and other frames; correlative relationships are 

2 0 obtained among images within the four sided patches ; and the reference 

frame and the other frames are synthesized (Cited Invention 1) . 

In addition, Cited Reference 2 discloses a method, in which 
moving bodies within images are detected, based on differences 
between an image within a frame and a background image thereof as 
25 well as differences among the image within the frame and images within 
adjacent frames; features of the detected moving bodies are 
calculated; and judging whether the moving bodies are detection 
targets, based on comparisons of the calculated features and features 
of non detection targets and/or detection targets, which are prepared 

3 0 in advance (Cited Invention 2) . 

Here, if the invention of the present application and Cited 
Invention 1 are compared against each other, the processes from the 
positioning of the reference patches up to the generation of the 
synthetic frames are common between the two, as the Examiner has 
35 recognized. However, Cited Reference 1 neither discloses nor 



suggests the processes of extracting the frame group that constitutes 
an important scene, and determining the reference frame. 

In addition, Cited Invention 2 detects moving bodies within 
a single frame (image) based on a plurality of frames (images) such 
5 as two adjacent frames. This process is completely different from 
the process of detecting a frame group (image group) that constitute 
an important scene from among a plurality of frames (plurality of 
images) within a video image. Further, Cited Reference 2 neither 
discloses nor suggests the processes from determining the reference 
10 frame to generation of the synthesized frame of the invention of the 
present application. 

Accordingly, a combination of Cited Inventions 1 and 2 would 
not yield the process of extracting the frame group that constitutes 
an important scene, nor the process of determining the reference frame 
15 Cited References 1 and 2 neither disclose nor suggest these processes . 

In the invention of the present application, the above 
differences obviate manual setting of reference frames and ranges 
of frames to be synthesized. The invention of the present 
application exhibits the significant advantageous effect that 
2 0 appropriate reference frames and ranges of frames to be synthesized 
can be determined simply and objectively (as described in Paragraphs 
0006, 0007, and 0024 of the present specification), which are not 
obtainable by Cited Inventions 1 and 2. 

Accordingly, it is considered that the inventions defined in 

2 5 Claims 1, 5, 10, 2, 6, and 11 of the present application would not 

have been easily achieved by those skilled in the art, based on the 
inventions disclosed in Cited References 1 and 2. 

Please note that regarding Claims 3 , 4, 7, 8, and 9 , these claims 
depend from Claims 1, 2, 5, or 6 . Therefore, it is considered that 

3 0 the inventions defined in these claims would not have been easily 

achieved by those skilled in the art, based on the inventions 
disclosed in Cited References 1 and 2, 

3) As described in detail above, the invention of the present 
3 5 invention would not have been easily achieved by those skilled in 



the art based on the inventions disclosed in Cited References 1 and 
2. Therefore, we consider that the invention of the present 
application should be patentable, regardless of the existence of the 
Cited References. We request that examination be continued, such 
that a Decision to Grant will be issued. 
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